
PENNATULA PHOSPHOREA. 

Character Generic us. 

Flores Hydras, ad marginem denticulatum pin- 

narum. 

Stirps libera, fubulata, apice pinnata. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 1321. 

Character Specificus, &c. 

PENNATULA ftirpe carnofa, rachi fcabra, pin- 

nis imbricatis. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 1322. 

PENNATULA PHOSPHOREA. 

Ellis Aft. Angl. v. 53. t. 19. f. l—5. 

PENNA MARINA. 

Bauhin Hijl. 3. p. 802. 

Pennatulae genus conftituunt Zoophytorum moven- 

tium, more pifcis natantium. Formae funt ple- 

rumque perelegantis. Species quam defcripiimus eft 

fortafle vulgatiffima. Circa littora Britanniae frequens 

reperitur, et non raro adhaeret pifcatorum lineis. 

Animal conftat corpore, feu velut ftipite paulum com- 

planato, et inde in ramos laterales numerofos expan- 

fo, quorum parietes interni in tubulos multos divi- 

duntur, e quorum apicibus totidem prodeunt velut 

hydrarum. 



hydrarum, feu polyporum capitula, cum fuis tentaculis, 

Totum igitur animal videtur elfe hydra ramofa et valde 

compofita, cujus corpus in ftipite, feu parte nuda con- 

tinetur, atque in numerofiflimos ramulos utrinque con- 

tinuatur, fingulo ramulo peculiar! fuo capite inftrudlo. 

Mirum hoc animal lucem adeo phofphoream emittit, 

ut pifcatores pifces prope ludentes folo Pennatulas lu- 

mine diftindte perfpicere poftint. Color ejus vivide 

ruber eft, et communis magnitudo ut repraftentat ta, 

bula. 

a. Ramulus microfcopio au£lus. 
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THE t 

PHOSPHORIC PENNATULA, 

O R 

SEA-PEN. 

€» -‘f r* -f.\ri 

Generic Character. 

Animal free, or locomotive. 

(generally) expanding into proceffes on the 

upper part. 

Procejfes or branches furniflied with rows of tu¬ 

bular denticles. 

Polype-head proceeding from each tube. 

Specific Character, &c. 

SEA-PEN with flefhy Item, middle part rough, 

pinnules imbricated. 

BRITISH SEA-PEN. 

Ellis Zooph. p.6i. 

THE COMMON SEA-PEN. 

The Pennatulae or Sea-Pens form a genus of loco¬ 

motive Zoophytes, and fwim in the manner of a fifh. 

They are in general of a very beautiful appearance. 

The fpecies here exhibited is the moft common : it is 

found in confiderable plenty on the Britifh coafts, and 

is 



is drawn up in numbers adhering to the baits of fiftu 

ermen’s lines. The animal confifts of a fomewhat 

flattened Item or body, which is furnilhed with an 

internal bone, and dilates into an expanded part con- 

fifting of a great many pinnae or lateral branches, 

which are divided on their inner edges into a number 

of tubular procelfes, through each of which is protuded 

a part of the animal, refembling the head of a hydra or 

polype : the whole animal therefore may be confidered 

as a very compound or ramified hydra or polype, the 

body of which is contained in the naked part or ftenij 

and from thence ramifies into a vaft number of procelfes, 

each furnilhed with its particular head. 

This curious animal emits a very ftrong phofphoric 

light, and it is even fo luminous that it is no uncom¬ 

mon circumftance for the filhermen to fee the fifli 

which happen to be fwimming near it, merely by the 

light of the Pennatula. Its colour is a bright red or 

crimfon, and the general fize that of the figure. 

a. One of the pinnx magnified. 


